El Olam - Everlasting God

First take a moment to worship El Olam, the....

Lord of Eternity
by Fernando Ortega

Lord of Eternity

Blessed is the man

Who walks in Your favor
Who loves all Your words
And hides them like treasure
In the darkest place

Of his desperate heart,
They are a light

A strong, sure light.

Sometimes | call out Your name
But I cannot find You.

I look for Your face,

But You are not there.

By my sorrows, Lord,

Lift me to You,

Lift me to Your side.

Lord of Eternity,

Father of mercy,

Look on my fainting soul.
Keeper of all the stars,

Friend of the poorest heart
Touch me and make me whole.

If You are my defender,

Who is against me?

No one can trouble or harm me

If You are my strength .

All I ask, all | desire

Is to live in Your house all my days.
[repeat chorus]

GOD EVERLASTING
GOD ETERNAL
EL OLAM

HOW IMPORTANT ARE
THE NAMES OF GOD?

In the notes below, we will seek to answer this question specifically for the great Name,El Olam, Everlasting God (NB: Emphasis
on application is in bold red and green). At the outset however, recall that Jesus helps us put the importance of the knowledge of
the Names of God in proper perspective, teaching us how we should begin our prayers in Mt 6:9KJV-note...

Our Father Who art in Heaven
Hallowed be Thy Name ....

There it is! God's Name is to be hallowed, to be sanctified, to be consecrated, to be made (considered) holy, to be set apart (not just
in our head but in our heart, in our lives of loving, Spirit filled obedience!). And so by focusing on God's Great and Glorious Names is


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u-ZAQwXZ7YQ

ever how we are to begin our prayers, our petitions, our supplications, our requests, our cries for assistance! And so we must know
what God teaches about His Great Name. For this reason we must study in depth the Names of God, not just knowing the Names
"superficially" (e.g., knowing a specific title such as Jehovah Jireh, as excellent as that title is) but knowing His Names intimately,
"Biblically" knowing how and why God chose to reveal them andwhat impact His self revelation had on the saints to whom they
were revealed and continues to have on our lives today.

J C Ryle said it this way...

By the “name of God we mean all those attributes through which He is revealed to us—His power, wisdom, holiness, justice,
mercy and truth. By asking that they may be “hallowed,” we mean that they may be made known and glorified. The glory of God
is the first thing that God’s children should desire. It is the object of one of our Lord’s own prayers: “Father, glorify (aorist
imperative) Your Name!” (John 12:28). It is the purpose for which the world was created; it is the end for which the saints are
called and convened (See Piper's sermon God Created Us For His Glory): it is the chief thing we should seek—"that in all things
God may be praised (glorified through Jesus Christ)” (1Pe 4:11-note).

As the Psalms declare...

May His Name endure forever (olam); May His Name increase as long as the sun shines; and let men bless themselves by Him;
Let all nations call Him blessed....And blessed be His glorious Name forever (olam); And may the whole earth be filled with His
glory. Amen, and Amen. (Psalm 72:17, 19)

Spurgeon: In its saving power, as the rallying point of believers, and as renowned and glorified, his name shall remain for ever
the same. His name shall be continued as long as the sun. While time is measured out by days, Jesus shall be glorious among

men. (Treasury of David—Psalm 72)

I will give thanks to You, O Lord my God, with all my heart, And will glorify YourName forever. (Psalm 86:12)

Spurgeon: In eternity gratitude will prolong its praise. God has never done blessing us, let us never have done blessing Him.
As he ever gives us grace, let us ever render to Him the glory of it. (Treasury of David—Psalm 86)

Blessed be the LORD forever!
Amen and Amen.
(Ps 89:52-note)

Therefore we must focus on God's Great and Glorious Names, so that we might be able to glorify His Name, so that we might, by
His Spirit, be enabled to live in a manner worthy of His Great Name before a watching world in desperate need of a supernatural
vision of the invisible God in and through the visible lives of His children (cp Mt 5:16-note, Phil 2:15-note)!

And so we begin at the beginning, focusing on Him Who has no beginning nor end, El Olam, the Everlasting God! When we pray
"Hallowed be Thy Name, El Olam" we are acknowledging God as holy, as unlike any other, for there is none other who can claim to
be everlasting! Enabled by His Spirit, we are choosing to reverence, honor, glorify, and exaltEl Olam, the Name which speaks of
the eternality of His person and His character. In other words, all of the glorious attributes of EI Olam are themselves everlasting!
And so for example, His goodness, His longsuffering and His faithfulness (etc) are all from "everlasting (olam) to everlasting”
(olam) (Ps 41:13-note, Ps 90:2-note). And you could continue this chorus in a wonderful time of worship as you prayerfully recall all
the great Attributes of God as all existing eternally!

Elmer Towns picks up on the idea of hidden or secret in the derivation of Hebrew wordolam commenting that...

El Olam, the Everlasting God, is a secret name for God, hinting at His mysterious nature. The prefixEl...is
from Elohim (“strong Creator”). Olam means time, or age. With a tiny change in the vowel signs in Hebrew, the
ancient rabbis spelled it alam, “hidden”, underscoring the mysterious nature of God. God's everlasting or
timeless nature— without beginning or end—is one of the most profound mysteries of His nature....

In teaching young theological students, the rabbis would write “for ever” (olam) defectively, rendering it alam,
“to conceal,” thus teaching their students that the name of God was to be concealed.....

As Olam, God is the Everlasting One, available to His people throughout the ages. As Alam, He remains a

mystery and a secret to mere human minds. (My Father's Names - online recommended resource)

INDEX FOR
EL OLAM
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Note that the topics exhibit some overlap:
(1) El Olam is the God of History

(II) El Olam is Self Existent

(111) El Olam has Everlasting "Energy"

(IV) El Olam Lives Forever

(V) El Olam Knows the Beginning from the End
(V1) El Olam's Ways are Everlasting

(VIN) El Olam Never Changes

(VIII) El Olam's Covenant is Everlasting

(IX) El Olam's Lovingkindness is Forever

(X) El Olam is Jesus Christ

(XI) El Olam is Our Protector

SYNONYMS FOR
"EL OLAM"

God's Name El Olam is His self-revelation. Neither Abraham, nor we would not have come to know on our own that God is
everlasting had He not taught this truth in this great Name! El Olam sums up this attribute of His being. God is the...

Everlasting God
Eternal God

God of All Time

God of Ages

The Unchangeable God
The God of Perpetuity

In short, God's Names are all that by which He makes Himself known to men and all that He shows Himself to be. To know God's
Name is to know Him in a "supernaturally intimate" way! (cp Jn 17:3) In the ancient world it was especially important to know the
name of the deities in order to invoke their presence and obtain help from them (albeit a deceptively futile practice for pagans for
there is only One True God Who is able to help!) One of the most famous Biblical encounters is when Moses was confronted by God
at the burning bush, and given a commission to deliver Israel from bondage. Moses argued with God, saying that no one would
believe him.

Then Moses said to God, "Behold, | am going to the sons of Israel, and | shall say to them, 'The God of your fathers has sent me
to you.' Now they may say to me, 'What is His name?' What shall | say to them?" And God said to Moses, "Il AM WHO | AM"; and
He said, "Thus you shall say to the sons of Israel, 'l AM has sent me to you." And God, furthermore, said to Moses, "Thus you
shall say to the sons of Israel, 'The LORD, the God of your fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob,
has sent me to you.' This is My name forever, and this is My memorial-name to all generations. (Exodus 3:13-15)

EVERLASTING GOD
(Play the Chris Tomlin version)

Strength will rise as we wait upon the Lord
We will wait upon the Lord
We will wait upon the Lord (repeat)

Our God, You reign forever


http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2gZ2LeFTQ4I&feature=related

Our hope, our Strong Deliverer

You are the everlasting God
The everlasting God
You do not faint You won't grow weary

You're the defender of the weak
You comfort those in need
You lift us up on wings like eagles

In his excellent exposition of Genesis,James Montgomery Boice wrote...

In my library | have a book containing studies of the biblical names for God. A study of the names of God is not unusual in itself, of
course. There are many such books. But this book is unusual in that it contains studies of 365 names, one name for every day of
the year.

Why are there so many names for God? The world seems to have many ideas of God, but it gets by with one name, the
name “God” itself. Christians have one God by many names. Why many?...

The truth of the matter is that the Bible is one book, given by the one true God through human writers, and that the names of God,
far from reflecting diverse gods or sources, are actually names given by God Himself to reveal His true nature and attributes.
There are many Names for God because God is so great He cannot adequately be described by one Name or even a dozen
Names. In fact, even the Names we have do not exhaust Him. They exhaust us—we will be able to spend an eternity learning of
their full implications—but they do not exhaust the Inexhaustible. (Genesis: An Expositional Commentary, Vol 2 Genesis 12-36
James Montgomery Boice - Baker Books)

And so it follows, God reveals Himself to us as fallen men, that we might secure His help, help which is based on His character, His
Name! Practically, when we find ourselves in need of help (which is most of the time whether or not we admit it or recognize it!) we
should begin our plea by focusing on God's Names-we'll never exhaust the list!

THE FIRST REVELATION
OF GOD AS EL OLAM:
EVERLASTING GOD

Genesis 21:33 is the first revelation of this Name.

Genesis 21:22 Now it came about at that time that Abimelech and Phicol, the commander of his army, spoke
to Abraham, saying, "God is with you in all that you do; 23 now therefore, swear to me here by God that you
will not deal falsely with me or with my offspring or with my posterity, but according to the kindness that | have
shown to you, you shall show to me and to the land in which you have sojourned." 24 Abraham said, "l swear
it." 25 But Abraham complained to Abimelech because of the well of water which the servants of Abimelech
had seized. 26 And Abimelech said, "I do not know who has done this thing; you did not tell me, nor did | hear
of it until today." 27 Abraham took sheep and oxen and gave them to Abimelech, and the two of them made
(cut) a covenant (beriyth). 28 Then Abraham set seven ewe lambs of the flock by themselves. 29 Abimelech
said to Abraham, "What do these seven ewe lambs mean, which you have set by themselves?" 30 He said,
"You shall take these seven ewe lambs from my hand so that it may be a withess to me, that | dug this well."
31 Therefore he called that place Beersheba, because there the two of them took an oath. 32 So they made
(cut) a covenant (beriyth) at Beersheba; and Abimelech and Phicol, the commander of his army, arose and
returned to the land of the Philistines. 33 Abraham planted a tamarisk tree (Tamarix aphylla) at Beersheba,
and there he called on the Name (Ed: He worshipped) of the LORD, the Everlasting God (El Olam). 34 And
Abraham sojourned in the land of the Philistines for many days.

Elmer Towns comments that...


http://www.amazon.com/Genesis-Expositional-Commentary-Vol-12-36/dp/0801066387
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tamarix

By calling on God as EI Olam, Abraham was calling on the One Who is always and eternally available to
us....People today need just such a God as the eternal, unchangeable Lord, EI Olam.

Why was God called the Everlasting God at Beer-sheba, instead of somewhere else? Some have suggested
that this is the place where Abraham first exercised squatters rights in the Promised Land. Giving Abraham
and his descendants the land of Palestine was a part of the “everlasting [olam] covenant” that God had made
with Abraham (17:7). When Abraham dug a well and possessed Beer-sheba, it was an act of faith in God's
eternal promise. In calling Jehovah El Olam, Everlasting God, Abraham was expressing faith in the God of the
everlasting covenant. There is mystery or hiddenness (alam) here, too: It is a mystery that Abraham had faith
enough to see the well of Beer-sheba as a down payment on the future kingdom.

Place of Availability - By calling on God as El Olam, Abraham was calling on the One who is always and
eternally available to us. To use modern theological language, he called upon the omniscient, omnipresent and
omnipotent God-the God who is eternally changeless. People today need just such a God as the eternal,
unchangeable Lord, El Olam. We call on Him because “thy tender mercies and thy lovingkindnesses...have
been ever [olam] of old” (Ps. 25:6). David also said that “the LORD is good; his mercy is everlasting; and His
truth endureth to all generations” (100:5). EI Olam means “the mercy of the LORD is from everlasting to
everlasting upon them that fear him, and his righteousness unto children's children” (103:17).

Place of Protection - Thus, when Abraham called upon EI Olam at Beer-sheba, he was asking God to protect
his well not only as long as Abimelech lived; he sought long-term protection as well. Prior to this event, God
had given Abraham immediate help according to his daily need. When he needed protection, wisdom or
peace, God was there. But when Abraham calls on EI Olam, he is calling for God to protect the Promised
Land from the enemies of Abraham's descendants after he died. Abraham wanted Beer-sheba and the
Promised Land to be his family inheritance forever.

Place of Mystery - Others see the hidden (alam) God at Beer-sheba. They point out that since the future was
hidden (alam) from Abraham, he called on the name of the God who can mysteriously see into future ages
(olam). As the apostle Paul teaches, these Old Testament events were shadows or types of what was to come
in Christ. For example, the birth of Isaac of a “free woman” and Abraham's rejection of the “son of the
bondmaid” is a picture of God's dealing with the Jews and later with the Gentiles (see Gal. 4:22-30). Since
these things are done in mystery—i.e., their fulfillment awaits a dispensation (olam) yet to be revealed—they
are in the hands of El Olam, the God of secrets and mysteries.

This connection between eternity or age, and mystery, is seen in the way Paul related the idea of a
dispensation to mystery:

If ye have heard of the dispensation of the grace of God which is given me to you-ward: How that by revelation
he made known unto me the mystery ...Which in other ages was not made known unto the sons of men, as it
is now revealed unto his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit (Eph. 3:2, 5).

“Forever” and “hiddenness” are also linked in the Old Testament laws of bondservants. If a slave who was
about to go free loved his master and wanted to stay in his service, the law provided that the servant's ear
could be pierced with an awl, as a symbol of his choice. It was a sign that he should serve his master “for
ever” (olam, Exod. 21:6; Lev. 25:46 indicates that the servitude was only until the year of Jubilee, showing that
olam can mean a specific period as well as “everlasting”). In such cases, perhaps God had a secret plan for
the slave who made this special commitment.

Similarly, when Hannah gave her child Samuel to the Lord, she said,

“I will not go up until the child be weaned, and then | will bring him, that he may appear before the LORD, and
there abide for ever” (1 Sam. 1:22).

By this she meant, “as long as he liveth, he shall be lent to the LORD” (v. 28). As it turned out, God had a
secret plan for Samuel to carry out in leading Israel to greatness.

The word olam is also used to describe a former time. Joshua told his people,
“Your fathers dwelt on the other side of the flood in old time” (olam, josh. 24:2).

He did not mean they dwelt there forever, but for a certain time within God's purpose. The word can also refer
to this present world, as when the psalmist says, “These are the ungodly, who prosper in the world” (olam,
Ps.73:12), meaning they prospered in this present age or in this lifetime. In these references, olam simply
expresses the purpose of God in time and does not mean without limits. It shows that God has a purpose in



time that is not yet known-it is a mystery. El Olam is “God who has His own purpose in time,” or, the “God of
this time.” It implies that God is working His will behind the scenes, and that His purpose will eventually be
completed.

We have seen that the name Jehovah is taken from the verb Hayah, which means “| am that | am.” Jehovah is
the God of the present tense. El Olam is the everlasting God, the God of the future, who “will be what | will be.”

The New Testament application of El Olam is found in Ephesians 3:8, where Paul speaks of “the unsearchable
riches of Christ.” God has a secret purpose that we do not know, but it is rich and full of grace. Paul describes
how this secret is revealed, “To the intent that now unto the principalities and powers in heavenly places might
be known by the church the manifold wisdom of God” (Eph 3:10). Only in the New Testament do we see the
full explanation of the eternal plan of ElI Olam, “according to the eternal purpose which he purposed in Christ
Jesus our Lord” (Eph 3:11). (My Father's Names - online recommended resource)

Abraham's life was punctuated by a number of trees - His first stopping place in Canaan (Shechem) was by a tree (Ge 12:6). Later
he built an altar by a tree at Mamre (Ge 13:18). He lived near trees (Ge 14:13), and entertained Yahweh under a tree (Ge 18:1).
Now in Genesis 21:33, he plants a tree.

The tamarisk tree is a long lived, evergreen, a fitting symbol of the covenant Abraham made with Abimelech. In Zech 3:10 dwelling
under one's tree was a sign of peaceful security. These trees also required a supply of water and thus this act by Abraham indicated
the fact that he was secure concerning his right to that parcel of land and had faith that God would provide water in what was
otherwise a desert like area. The tree would also function as a marker of one of Abraham's sites of worship and as a memorial or
memory aid to the acts of God. Yes the covenant Abraham made with a man (Abimelech) which secured the land he was to
sojourned on, was but a reflection of the everlasting covenant God had made with him and in which He promised Abraham the land
on which he sojourned for many days (Ge 21:34). Have you ever "marked" sites where you have worshipped God in a special way
(or recorded such a time in your journal as a reminder)?

Keil on the tamarisk tree: The planting of this long-lived tree, with its hard wood, and its long, narrow, thickly clustered, evergreen
leaves, was to be a type of the ever-enduring grace of the faithful covenant God.

Constable adds that the tamarisk tree...

was an appropriate symbol of the enduring grace of the faithful God Whom Abraham recognized as “the
Everlasting God” (EI Olam). (Tom Constable's Expository Notes on the Bible)

GOD'S PROGRESSIVE
SELF-REVELATION

El Olam is one of many Divine Names revealed in Genesis - El Elyon (Ge 14:18), El Roi (Ge 16:13), EL Shaddai (Ge 17:1), El-
elohe-Israel (Ge 33:20), EI-Beth-el (Ge 35:7). Each Name in God's progressive revelation presents a new aspect of truth about
His character and attributes.

A W Pink comments on the implications of El Olam Instead of ceaseless change and decay in all around we see, as now, there
shall be fixity, permanence, peace and blessing.

Wycliffe Bible Commentary: The patriarch would soon march off the map of history, but his God, the unchangeable, Eternal One
would remain.

Murphy writes that Everlasting God

marks Him as the sure and able Performer of His promise, as the everlasting Vindicator of the faith of treaties,
and as the infallible Source of the believer’s rest and peace. Accordingly Abraham sojourned in the land of the
Philistines many days. (A Critical and Exegetical Commentary on the Book of Genesis)

Recall from Ge 23:4 Abraham understood he was "a stranger and a sojourner" in the land God promised him in the Abrahamic
Covenant. It is therefore fitting that God's revelation as the Everlasting God who serve as a reminder of the unbreakable, everlasting
nature of the covenant God had cut with Abraham. And his worship would also serve as a witness which contrasted with the little,
limited, local "deities" of the heathen (including Abimelech), for Abraham's Everlasting God assured promised blessings for all
people for all time.

Abraham called on the Name El Olam - Have you ever worshipped God using this Name? As you praise this great Name,
recall the many personal benefits you receive because of the fact that He is everlasting (an everlasting covenant, everlasting life,
everlasting fellowship with Jesus, etc).


https://web.archive.org/web/20100708191853/http://digitalcommons.liberty.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1031&context=towns_books
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THE PROPER RESPONSE
TO REVELATION OF HIS NAME!

Abraham already knew God as El Elyon and EL Shaddai, but now God reveals He isEl Olam. Abraham's response to this new
revelation was to worship.

THOUGHT: When God's Spirit illuminates the Scripture showing us something about God we heretofore did
not know or understand, the proper response is to worship! Indeed, progressive revelation (more accurately
"progressive illumination” for Biblical revelation is complete in Genesis to Revelation) should be the saints
desire and experience - as we go through life (and grow in spiritual maturity) we, like Abraham, should learn
more and more about God, so that we might worship Him with a greater awareness and awe even as did the
Psalmist David....

(A Psalm of Praise, of David.)
| will extol Thee, my God, O King;
And | will bless Thy Name forever and ever.
Every day | will bless Thee,
And | will praise Thy Name forever and ever.
My mouth will speak the praise of the LORD...
And all flesh will bless His holy nhame forever and ever.
Psalm 145:1-2, 21-note

R Kent Hughes comments that Abraham's...

planting of the (tamarisk) tree was a symbol of fruitfulness and prosperity. Abraham memorialized God as the
source of his prosperity. It also demonstrated his rootedness in the land where he indeed stayed “many days.”
The title “Everlasting God” (el olam) as a divine designation is unique in the Bible. Abraham’s use of it has to
do with the eternal nature of the events in Genesis 20, 21—namely, Isaac’s birth and a covenant relationship
that is eternal. Abraham’s God was the Everlasting One whose will for man cannot be thwarted. This awesome
view of God would now inform all of Abraham’s dealings. It was this exalted understanding that would be
tested in his offering up of Isaac, and that also would help him to stand. (Genesis : Beginning and blessing.
Preaching the Word)

Pulpit Commentary...

the everlasting God—literally, the God of eternity (LXX., Vulgate, Onkelos); not in contrast to heathen deities,
who are born and die (Clericus), but “as the everlasting Vindicator of the faith of treaties, and as the infallible
Source of the believer’s rest and peace” (Murphy).

Matthew Henry describes El Olam as...
The Everlasting God, Who was, before all worlds, and will be, when time and days shall be no more.
W H Griffith-Thomas comments on Abraham's receipt of a special revelation of God...

Abraham now adds on his own account another testimony to his recent experiences. He plants a grove,
probably a tamarisk tree, one of the evergreens of the East, and a fit memorial of the perfect peace which he
desired between himself, his God, and his fellow-men. But now there came a new revelation of the meaning of
his relation to God. In the course of his prayer and communion he learned a new Name of God, and the new
Name was no mere additional title, but contained a new truth about God; 'the Everlasting God' (El Olam). He
was thus reminded of God's unchangeableness and his dependableness. This was a distinct advance on his
previous knowledge of God as ' Most High' (Ge 14:22), and 'Almighty' (Ge 17:1). Thus, in the course of
Abraham's daily life and his faithful attitude to those around him, came fresh mercies and blessings and new
experiences of his God....

The unspeakable blessedness of new experiences of God.—A profound satisfaction is realised by the
believer as he discovers more and more of the glories of God and His grace. The believer is 'ever learning,’
and from the moment of his conversion, in proportion to his faithful obedience day by day (see following
note for discussion of this vital principle), God becomes better known in all the fulness and manifold variety of
His revelation. These new experiences as they come are, however, not merely a matter of personal
satisfaction, blessed though that is; they tend to prepare the soul for still greater accomplishments.


http://www.spurgeon.org/treasury/ps145.php

(THOUGHT) God's revelations are not mere luxuries for personal enjoyment, but are given for the purpose of
preparing the soul for fuller service and still clearer testimony for God.

We shall see how this new revelation of God to Abraham was a distinct preparation for a crisis that was to
come in his life. It is the same today. God reveals Himself more and more fully in order that we may be more
and more thoroughly equipped for greater efforts in the kingdom of God. (Genesis 21:22-34 The Daily Round)

THE SPIRITUAL PRINCIPLE OF...
DOING GOD'S WILL
KNOWING GOD'S WAYS

Comment: We know that there is no "new revelation" for the Bible represents God's full revelation to man. And
yet we also know that as we walk with God through life, we can expect (and should desire) to have a greater
spiritual understanding of His character and His ways. But how does this occur? Is it automatic? What part do
we play? In John 7 Jesus declared....

“If (the condition) any man is willing to do His will, (the promise) he shall know of the teaching, whether it is of
God, or whether | speak from Myself." (John 7:17)

Notice the conditional statement - this deals with our responsibility "to do His will" or in other words to obey
the truth we already know. To say it another way "When God puts a period, don't change it to a question
mark!" Remember that the word obey (Greek = hupakouo, hupakoe, hupekoos) means "hearing under" with
the implication that sincere doing will follow submissive hearing.

Jesus follows the conditional statement with a promise that we "shall know of the teaching." In other words,
the Spirit of Truth will illuminate the Word of Truth, opening our minds to see the wonderful Truth in His Word
(Ps 119:18, cp Eph 1:16-17-note, Eph 1:18-19-note, Col 1:9-note Col 1:10-note). In short, obedience to the
truth leads knowing the truth. Obedience is always the way to blessing in the spiritual life. While we will not
know God by any new Names as did Abraham, we are promised new understanding of the Names He has
already revealed. And so as we walk in obedience, surrendered to and enabled by the indwelling Spirit of
Christ (Phil 2:13NLT-note), our Teacher (Jn 16:13, 14, 1Cor 2:12, 13, cp 1Jn 2:20, 27) will be our "llluminator"
of increasing degrees of spiritual knowledge (Cp this pattern in Col 1:10-note).

And don't be deceived by the fact that you are reading these truths about obedience and understanding, for
one step forward in obedience is worth years of study about it! And remember, delayed obedience is
disobedience --the cost of the latter far outweighs the former!

Oswald Chambers echoed this foundational principle declaring
It is only by obedience that we understand the teaching of God.
The Puritan writer Thomas Brooks agreed writing that
By obeying Christ's commands you will gain more than you can give.
Erwin Lutzer...
Obedience to revealed truth guarantees guidance in matters unrevealed.
S D Gordon...
Obedience is the eye of the spirit. Failure to obey dims and dulls the spiritual understanding.
Sinclair Ferguson...
Only in obedience can we discover the great joy of the will of God.
Dorothy Kerin
Obedience is the key that unlocks the door to every profound spiritual experience.
Dietrich Bonhoeffer

One act of obedience is better than one hundred sermons.

ENCOURAGEMENT OF THE NAME
EVERLASTING GOD


http://archive.org/stream/genesisadevotion00thomuoft#page/250/mode/1up

Warren Wiersbe comments on the Everlasting God...

What an encouragement to know ‘the Everlasting God”! Wells would disappear, trees would be cut down,
ewe lambs would grow up and die, altars would crumble, and treaties would perish; but the Everlasting God
would remain. This Everlasting God had made an everlasting covenant with Abraham and his descendants
(Ge 17:7, 13, 19), and He had given them the land of Canaan as an everlasting possession (Ge 17:8; 48:4).
As Abraham faced the coming years, he knew that God would not change and that “underneath [were] the
everlasting arms” (Deut 33:27-note).

Waiting (Ge 21:34). The “many days” of this verse could mean as much as ten to fifteen years, because
Isaac was a young man when he accompanied Abraham to Mount Moriah (Genesis 22). It must have been a
peaceful time for Abraham, Sarah, and Isaac, and a time of great happiness as they watched their precious
son grow up. Little did they know the great test that lay before them, but God was preparing them, and they
would be ready. (Be obedient. Wheaton, Ill.: Victor Books)

Alexander Maclaren writes...that the Everlasting God is the...

unchanged, unchangeable, inexhaustible Being, (Who) spends, and is unspent; (Who) gives, and is none the
poorer; (Who) works, and is never wearied; (Who) lives, and with no tendency to death in His life; (Who)
flames with no tendency to extinction in the blaze. (Ed: And "Why not?" Because He is Everlasting in every
aspect and attribute of His Divine Being!)

William E Wenstrom...

Abraham is worshipping the Lord because he has received another revelation concerning the character and
nature of God, namely, that the Lord is faithful and is a God of unconditional love. Abraham responded to the
Lord’s love and grace in delivering him and his family from Abimelech and promising him the land of Canaan
by worshipping Him. “The Everlasting God” is “el “olam literally means, “eternal God” emphasizing Abraham’s
awareness that although he made a covenant with an earthly king, he recognized that God Himself had made
an eternal covenant with him, to give him and his seed all the land of Canaan.

Other revelations of God's Name as "Everlasting"

Ps 135:13 Thy Name, O JEHOVAH, is everlasting (olam; KJV = endureth for ever). Thy remembrance, O
LORD, throughout all generations.

Spurgeon comments: God's Name is eternal, and will never be changed. His character is immutable; His
fame and honour also shall remain to all eternity. There shall always be life in the Name of Jesus, and
sweetness and consolation. Those upon whom the Lord's Name is named in verity and truth shall be
preserved by it, and kept from all evil, world without end. JEHOVAH is a name which shall outlive the ages,
and retain the fulness of its glory and might for ever. (Treasury of David—Psalm 135)

Thy Name, O LORD, endureth for ever.
1. As the embodiment of perfection: God's attributes and glory.
2. As the object of veneration: "Holy and reverend is His name." (Ps 111:9)
3. As the cause of salvation "For my name's sake", etc.

4. As the centre of attraction: "In His Name shall the Gentiles trust." (Mt 12:21) "Our
desire is to the remembrance of thy name." (Isa 26:8) "Where two or three are gathered in
my name" (Mt 18:20), etc.

5. As a plea in supplication: "For thy name's sake, pardon" (Ps 25:11), etc. "Hitherto ye
have asked nothing in my name." (Jn 16:24)

6. As a warrant for action: "Whatsoever ye do, do all in the name" (Col 3:17), etc.

7. As a refuge in tribulation: "The name of the Lord is a strong tower: the righteous
runneth into it, and is safe.” (Pr 18:10) "I have kept them in Thy name." (Jn 17:12)

8. As a mark of glorification: "I will write upon him the name of my God." (Rev 3:12)

9. As a terror to transgressors: "My Name is dreadful among the heathen." (Mal 1:14)—
W. J
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What is the meaning of the Hebrew word translated "everlasting"?

Everlasting is the common Hebrew adjective olam (412x) discussed more fully in the word study below.

What is the significance of God's Name as El Olam?

l.
EL OLAM IS THE

GOD OF HISTORY

History is a chronological record of significant events in a nation, in the world, and in each of our individual lives. As the everlasting
God, El Olam, stands outside of the temporal events of history. Go back as far we might in the history of mankind and the Name El
Olam teaches that God was still before that time! In fact He is in control of all the events of all time because His nature as
everlasting transcends time.

APPLICATION: Since God is everlasting, He can accomplish whatever He wishes, whenever He wishes, or as
Solomon writes (see below) "IN HIS TIME." Since He is everlasting, He transcends time and what appears to
us as delay and/or denial, reflects no lack of interest, awareness or ability on His part to intervene in our
situation IN HIS TIME. Yea, because He is the "time transcendent" Everlasting God, He inspired Solomon to
remind us that...

There is an appointed time for everything.
And there is a time for every event under heaven--
A time to give birth, and a time to die;
A time to plant, and a time to uproot what is planted.
A time to kill, and a time to heal;
A time to tear down, and a time to build up.
A time to weep, and a time to laugh;
A time to mourn, and a time to dance.

A time to throw stones, and a time to gather stones;
A time to embrace, and a time to shun embracing.
A time to search, and a time to give up as lost;
time to keep, and a time to throw away.

A time to tear apart, and a time to sew together;
A time to be silent, and a time to speak.

A time to love, and a time to hate;

A time for war, and a time for peace....

He has made everything beautiful in His time.
He has also set ETERNITY (olam) in their heart,
--Solomon
(Ecclesiastes 3:1-11)
(Play the old Maranatha Classic Praise Song: — IN HIS TIME — Make the Lyrics your Prayer today)

Thomas Constable commenting on Hab 1:12 (see discussion below) alludes to God's attribute of eternality writing that...

The Lord’s revelation of what He was doing in the prophet’s day brought confidence to his heart and praise to
his lips. Habakkuk affirmed his belief that Yahweh, his God, the Holy One, was from everlasting. The
implication is that Yahweh is the only true God and that history was unfolding as it was because the
God who created history was in charge of events (sovereign). (Tom Constable's Expository Notes on the
Bible)

I.
EL OLAM IS
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SELF-EXISTENT

If God is El Olam, this signifies He has always been! In other words there is no time when He was not God! This further implies that
He is self-existent even as taught in His great Name "I Am" (Ex 3:14). El Olam is uncreated. He needs nothing, for everything is
subsumed (encompassed as a component element) in Him.

As Paul said at Areopagus
In Him we live and move and have our being. (Acts 17:28)
And since He is El Olam, we too will FOREVER "live and move and have our being" in Him!

THOUGHT: May this truth be a firm foundation for your soul, for Paul warned us that in the "last daysdifficult
times will come. Men will be lovers of self, lovers of money." (2Ti 3:1-2note) The earth will reel "to and fro like
a drunkard" and totter "like a shack for its sins are very great" (Isa 40:24), but those who by grace through faith
choose to run into the Strong Tower of the Name (Pr 18:10-note) of EI Olam will be safe (see word study)...not
only in time but forever in eternity!

Do you find yourself in difficult circumstances today, even doubting God's capacity to meet your needs? Then
meditate on His Name, Everlasting God. The Holy Spirit will use this truth about God (2Cor 3:18note) to renew
your mind (Ro 12:2-note, Eph 4:23-note), and produce peace in your soul (cp Phil 4:8-note, Phil 4:9-note) even
in the midst of adversity and affliction.

.
EL OLAM HAS

"EVERLASTING ENERGY"

Isaiah records...

(Isa 40:1-27 Context - Israel was not praising but complaining to Jehovah as if He was unconcerned - Isa
40:27!) Do you not know? Have you not heard? (Ed: A rhetorical questions - here designed to awaken in the
hearer a sense of God's greatness and ability to save. Notice how he chooses to answer doubt with the
truth about God, firing off three Names in quick succession....does this not teach us the value of
intimately knowing His Names? And note the first Name chosen!) The Everlasting God, the LORD (His
covenant keeping Name), the Creator of the ends of the earth (Speaks of His Omnipotence) does not
become weary or tired (KJV = "fainteth not"). His understanding (Speaks of His Omniscience) is inscrutable.
(Isaiah 40:28)

Comment: Mark it down! God NEVER gets tired! The Everlasting God's "Everlasting Energy" ensures every
promise especially everlasting life to His children and alsoeverlasting reproach to His adversaries (Ps
78:66-note).

THOUGHT: Beloved, we all suffer "setbacks" but EI Olam never does and thus is ever able to help those
who cry out in their time of need. (cp Heb 2:18). God knows what we feel and what we fear and as the
Everlasting God, He is ever adequate to meet our every need! When we trust ourselves, we inevitably
falter, fail and fall. When we jettison self-reliance and surrender wholly to El Olam (specifically to the Holy
Spirit, the Spirit of Christ Who now and FOREVER indwells us), He strengthens (endunamoo) us to do
what we cannot do in our own strength (cp Phil 4:13-note).

Isaiah 40 is the "Comfort Chapter" (Isaiah 40:1) and in His Name, we see that God is ever able to comfort
our weary souls!

Henry Morris (Creationist) comments: The available energy of the creation may decrease, in accordance
with the law of entropy, but the power of the Almighty Creator, who imposed that law on His creation because
of sin, does not run down.

F B Meyer gives a general exhortation based on Isa 40:28 They (Judah) spoke as though they had never
known nor heard some of the most rudimentary facts about the nature and ways of God. “Hast thou not
known? Hast thou not heard?” In our dark hours we should revert to considerations which have been familiar
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to us from childhood, but have of late ceased to exert a definite impression.

F B Meyer alerts us to the vital importance of recalling the Truth about God, especially as contained in
summary form in His great Names. It therefore behooves us to store up for ourselves a treasure trove of
truth regarding His Glorious Names. There may well come a day of relative spiritual darkness, in which we
will need to recall truth about God which we have previously stored away. Have you ever performed a
systematic study of the Names of God? If not consider doing so for the next several weeks to months
using the template of notes available on this website. You will never regret the time you invest in such a
worthy endeavor!

THE CREATION WEARS OUT BUT
EL OLAM OUR CREATOR NEVER WILL!

W A Criswell adds: God is entirely free from all that is defective and imperfect in man. If He were to grow
weary, all nature and every man would fail and drop into nothingness.

David writes that...
Psalm 9:7 But the LORD abides forever (olam); He has established His throne for judgment,

Comment: How could God abide forever if He were not the Everlasting God? Notice the message of this
psalm...

The eternity of God—
The comfort of saints,
The terror of sinners.

Spurgeon: The enduring existence and unchanging dominion of our Jehovah, are the firm foundations of our
joy. The enemy and his destructions shall come to a perpetual end, but God and his throne shall endure for
ever. (Treasury of David—Psalm 9)

The eternity of divine sovereignty
yields unfailing consolation.

V.
EL OLAM

LIVES FOREVER

Thomas Carlyle reminds us that...
Time and space are not God, but creations of god: with Him it is the universal here; so it is an everlasting now.
Tillotson explains that...

Eternity is a duration without bounds or limits; now there are two limits of duration, beginning and ending; that
which hath always been, is without beginning; that which always shall be, is without ending. But eternity,
absolutely taken, comprehends both these, and signifies an infinite duration, which had no beginning, nor shall
have any end: so that when we say God is eternal, we mean that He always was, and shall be for ever; that He
had no beginning of life, nor shall have any end of days; but that He is “from everlasting to everlasting.

The fact that the Everlasting God is "everlasting” is a comforting truth, for it speaks directly to the great fear of all men - the fear of
death and what follows that last breath. For those who have placed their faith in Jesus, they can know that they will never die the
second (eternal) death because Jesus is EI Olam (cp Heb 13:8-note).

As Jesus Himself testified...

| am the resurrection and the life (not a temporal but everlasting, eternal life); he who believes in Me shall
live even if he dies, and everyone who lives and believes in Me shall never die (Ed: Shall not experience the
"second death"). Do you believe this? (Jn 11:25-26)

‘Indeed, | lift up My hand to heaven and say, asl live forever (olam) (Deut 32:40)
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Psalm 45:6 Your throne, O God, is forever and ever; A scepter of uprightness is the scepter of Your kingdom.

Spurgeon: What a glad thing it is that He reigns on a throne which will never pass away, for we need both
sovereign grace and eternal love to secure our happiness. Could Jesus cease to reign we should cease to be
blessed, and were he not God, and therefore eternal, this must be the case. No throne can endure for ever,
but that on which God Himself sitteth. (Treasury of David—Psalm 45)

EVERLASTING GOD...
FROM EVERLASTING TO EVERLASTING!

Moses "the man of God" (Don't miss that Biblical description! May it provoke each of us to give his/her utmost for His highest!)
describes the everlasting aspect of God declaring that...

(A Prayer of Moses the man of God) Lord, Thou hast been our dwelling place in all generations. Before the
mountains were born (came into existence - implies before Creation) or You gave birth to the earth and the
world, Even from everlasting (olam) to everlasting (olam), You are God (elohim)....For a thousand years in
Thy sight is like yesterday when it is past, and as a watch in the night" (Psalm 90:1-2, 4)

Spurgeon comments: Before those elder giants had struggled forth from nature's womb, as her dread
firstborn, the Lord was glorious and self sufficient.... God was, when nothing else was. He was God when the
earth was not a world but a chaos, when mountains were not upheaved, and the generation of the heavens
and the earth had not commenced. In this Eternal One there is a safe abode for the successive generations of
men (cp Isa 26:4). If God Himself were of yesterday, He would not be a suitable refuge for mortal men (cp Heb
13:8); if He could change and cease to be God He would be but an uncertain dwelling place for His people.
The eternal existence of God is here mentioned to set forth, by contrast, the brevity of human life. Treasury
of David—Psalm 90)

Warren Wiersbe: First there were sundials. Then came water clocks, hourglasses and mechanical clocks.
Now we have digital clocks and watches that split time into hundredths of a second. Our culture certainly is
concerned with time. That's why it's good to read what Moses says:

"Lord, You have been our dwelling place in all generations. Before the mountains were brought forth, or ever
You had formed the earth and the world, even from everlasting to everlasting, You are God.... For a thousand
years in Thy sight Are like yesterday when it passes by, Or as a watch in the night." (Psalm 90:1,2,4).

It's good to contemplate God's eternity in the light of man's frailty. We are creatures of time, but God is
eternal. He is our dwelling place from generation to generation. The eternity we face is in His hands.

The psalmist also tells us that God is faithful. From generation to generation, from everlasting to everlasting,
He has been faithful, and He will continue to be faithful. He's the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob (Ed:
Speaks of His everlasting covenant - Ge 17:7). He's the God of individuals, the God of different personalities.
He's the One we can trust.

Let Him be God in your life today. When you abide in Him and live for His glory, you are partaking of the
eternal. The Bible says, "He who does the will of God abides forever" (1John 2:17).

When you compare time with eternity, you gain a bit of God's perspective. You can incorporate eternal
values into this life. You can partake of the eternal by allowing God into your life. Is He your dwelling
place? Have you partaken of His faithfulness? (Prayer, Praise and Promises)

Henry Morris writes: To the skeptical question as to who made God, the only answer that satisfies all the
facts of both science and human reason is that God is "from everlasting." He is the Creator of time as well as
space and all things that exist in time and space. This is beyond our mental comprehension, but there is no
other rational explanation for our existence, and it is surely compatible with the intuitions of our spiritual
comprehension. God satisfies the heart regardless of difficulties conjured in the mind.

David Dickson: Thou art from everlasting to everlasting the same unchangeable God in purpose and
affection toward us thy people, and so Thou art our God from everlasting, in regard of Thy eternal purpose of
love, electing us, and in regard of Thy appointing redemption for us by the Redeemer (Our Source of
Everlasting Salvation - Isa 45:17).

John Calvin: The everlastingness of which Moses speaks is to be referred not only to the essence of God,
but also to His providence (in depth study), by which He governs the world. He intends not merely that He is,
but that He is God.
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Martin Luther: Such an (Everlasting) God have we, such a God do we worship, to such a God do we pray, at
whose command all created things sprang into being. Why then should we fear if this God favors us? Why
should we tremble at the anger of the whole world? If He is our (Everlasting) dwelling place, shall we not be
(Eternally) safe though the heavens should go to wrack (He is our Everlasting Foundation - Pr 10:25? For we
have a Lord greater than all the world. We have a Lord so mighty that at His (Eternal) word all things sprang
into being. And yet we are so fainthearted that if the anger of a single prince or king, nay, even of a single
neighbor, is to be borne, we tremble and droop in spirit. Yet in comparison with this (Everlasting) King (Jer
10:10, cp Ps 29:10), all things beside in the whole world are but as the lightest dust which a slight breath
moves from its place, and suffers not to be still. In this way this description of God is consolatory, and
trembling spirits ought to look to this consolation in their temptations and dangers. (Amen - The next time you
fall into fear, fix your face firmly on Jesus, your Everlasting Rock - Isa 26:4)

Indeed as the Isaac Watts so eloquently said (notice the time phrases)...

My God, my Help in ages past,
My Hope for years to come,
My Shelter from the stormy blast,
And my Eternal Home.

Under the shadow of Thy throne
Thy saints have dwelt secure;
Sufficient is Thine arm alone,

And our defense is sure

Before the hills in order stood,
Or earth received her frame,
From everlasting Thou art God,
To endless years the same

A thousand ages in Thy sight
Are like an evening gone;
Short as the watch that ends the night
Before the rising sun

Time, like an ever-rolling stream,
Bears all its sons away;
They fly forgotten, as a dream
Dies at the opening day.

(Dear weary one, may God strengthen you in your inner man by His Spirit — as you play, pray & ponder the

wonderful words of this old hymn)
(Or play Maranatha Medley with "To Every Generation")

The Psalmist describes those who would sing this song confidently proclaiming that the Everlasting God is their Eternal Home...

Psalm 5:11 But let all who take refuge (NET=take shelter) in You be glad, Let themever (olam) sing for joy;
And may You shelter them, that those who love Your Name may exult in You.12 For it is You who blesses
the righteous man, O LORD, You surround him with favor as with a shield.

Comment: Notice how similar this truth is to that of Pr 18:10note. Notice also that in order to "love Your
Name" one needs to know Him by His Name! Thus we have another motivation for learning the great Names
of God. Finally, notice that those who run into the strong tower of His Names like Everlasting God, will
forever sing for joy! (cp Ps 16:11note); . Notice that Verse 12 begins with 'for" a term of explanation, which
should always cause you to ponder and pause and question (e.g., what is David explaining?, etc). This
discipline will slow you down, engage your mind in active reading (in contrast to passive) and begin to teach
you the blessed "art" of meditating on the Scriptures -- All by just observing and responding to one little
conjunction (for - and Ps 5:11 actually begins with a contrast, which is another golden opportunity for practice
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the "3P's" - Pause to Ponder the Passage)!

Spurgeon: The eternal God is the well-spring of our bliss. We love God, and therefore we delight in him. Our
heart is at ease in our God. We fare sumptuously every day because we feed on him. We have music in the
house, music in the heart, and music in heaven, for the Lord Jehovah is our strength and our song; he also is
become our salvation. (Treasury of David—Psalm 5)

NET Note Comment: Take shelter. "Taking shelter" in the Lord is an idiom for seeking His protection. Seeking
His protection presupposes and even demonstrates the subject's loyalty to the Lord. In the psalms those who
"take shelter" in the Lord are contrasted with the wicked and equated with those who love, fear and serve the
Lord (Ps 31:17-20-note, Ps 34:21-22-note)

Puritan Stephen Charnock writes...

I. In what respects God is eternal.

1. Without beginning.
2. Without end.
3. Without succession or change.

Of a creature it may be said, he was, or he is, or he shall be. As it may be said of the flame of a candle, it is
flame, but it is not the same individual flame as was before, nor is it the same that will be presently after; there
is a continual dissolution of it into air, and a continual supply for the generation of more; while it continues it
may be said there is a flame, yet not entirely one, but in a succession of parts: so of a man it may be said, he
is in a succession of parts; but he is not the same that he was, and will not be the same that he is. But God is
the same without any succession of parts, and of time; of Him it may be said, He is; He is no more now than
He was, and He shall be no more hereafter than He is.

Il. God is eternal, and must needs be so.

1. This is evident by the name God gives Himself(Ex 3:14). The eternity of God is opposed to the volubility
of time, which is extended into past, present, and to come. Our time is but a small drop, as sand to all the
atoms and small particles of which the world is made; but God is an unbounded sea of Being,--“I am that | am,”
i.e. an infinite life.

2. God hath life in Himself (Jn 5:26). He hath life by His essence, not by participation. He is a sun to give
light and life to all creatures, but receives not light, or life from anything, and therefore He hath an unlimited life;
not a drop of life, but a fountain; not a spark of a limited life, but a life transcending all bounds. He hath life in
Himself; all creatures have their life in Him, and from Him. He that hath life in himself doth necessarily exist,
and could never be made to exist, for then he had not life in himself, but in that which made him to exist, and
gave him life. What doth necessarily exist, therefore, exists from eternity; what hath being of itself could never
be produced in time, could not want being one moment, because it hath being from its essence, without
influence of any efficient cause.

3. If God were not eternal, He were not--
(1) Immutable in His nature;

(2) An infinitely perfect being;

(3) Omnipotent;

(4) The first cause of all.

lll. ETERNITY IS ONLY PROPER TO GOD, AND NOT COMMUNICABLE (1Ti 6:16).

IV. USES--

All other things receive their being from Him, and can be deprived of their being by Him. All things depend on
Him, He of none. All other things are like clothes, which would consume if God preserved them not.
Whatsoever is not God, is temporary; whatsoever is eternal, is God.

1. Of information.

(1) If God be of an eternal duration, then Christ is God (Col 1:16-17; Heb 13:8; Rev 1:8; Jn 16:28; Jn 17:5). As
the eternity of God is the ground of all religion, so the eternity of Christ is the ground of the Christian religion.
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Could our sins be perfectly expiated had He not an eternal divinity to answer for the offences committed
against an eternal God? Temporary sufferings had been of little validity, without an infiniteness and eternity in
His person to add weight to His passion.

(2) If God be eternal, He knows all things as present.

(3) How bold and foolish is it for a mortal creature to censure the counsels and actions of an eternal God, or
be too curious in his inquisitions!

(4) What a folly and boldness is there in sin, since an eternal God is offended thereby!
(5) How dreadful is it to lie under the stroke of an eternal God!

2. Of comfort.

(1) If God be eternal, His covenant will be so.

(2) If God be eternal, He being our God in covenant is an eternal good and possession.
(3) The enjoyment of God will be as fresh and glorious after many ages as it was at first.

(4) If God be eternal, here is a strong ground of comfort against all the distresses of the Church, and the
threats of the Church’s enemies. God’s abiding for ever is the plea Jeremiah makes for his return to his
forsaken Church (Lam 5:19).

(5) Since God is eternal, He hath as much power as will to be as good as His word. His promises are
established upon His eternity, and this perfection is a main ground of trust (Isa 26:4).

3. For exhortation.

(1) Let us be deeply affected with our sins long since committed. Though they are past with us, they are in
regard of God’s eternity present with Him; there is no succession in eternity as there is in time.

(2) Let the consideration of God'’s eternity abate our pride.

(3) Let the consideration of God’s eternity take off our love and confidence from the world, and the things
thereof. The eternity of God reproaches a pursuit of the world, as preferring a momentary pleasure before an
everlasting God; as though a temporal world could be a better supply t